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WELCOME

WEBSITE

Welcome to the February issue of Mercy Kilbeggan
“News and Views” which highlights some events and
activities that go on, and will go on, in our school both
inside and outside of the classroom.

Please
consult
our
school
website
at
www.mercykilbeggan.ie for weekly event updates,
news on co-curricular and extracurricular activities,
and useful links.

SCHOOL NEWS
TRACTOR RUN
Mercy Secondary School Kilbeggan Parents Association have organised a fundraising
Tractor Run to take place on Sunday April 7th 2019, with all proceeds going directly to our
new school. The run will commence at 12.30pm from our new school site on the old Dublin
road. The 20km route will be as follows; Kilbeggan, Rahugh, Tyrrellspass, Kilbeggan.
Entry fee per vehicle: €25 Registration: 11.00am Contact: msskpa1@gmail.com
FASHION SHOW
Mercy Kilbeggan will be holding a Fashion Show which is taking place in the Orchard Pavillion at New Forest
Estate on Thursday March 28th at 7.30 pm. The show which is being organised by our Transition Year students
will feature both students and teachers modelling clothing sourced from fashion houses and boutiques in the
local towns of Tullamore and Mullingar. A fun-filled night is anticipated, so come along to see the latest styles.
Ticket fee: €10
MOCK EXAMINATIONS
Third and Sixth-Year students of Mercy Kilbeggan sat their mock examinations from
February 6th to 15th. Our school mocks follow state examination rules and principles, and
have provided our students with invaluable experience in preparation for their
upcoming state examinations. Our students can develop their ability to time manage,
familiarise themselves with topics, follow exam paper layouts, and can better
understand question marking. The mocks have been highly successful again this year.

INFORMATION DISPLAY SCREENS
We have recently made a significant digital-age developmental step in Mercy
Kilbeggan. We have installed two information display screens in communal areas of
our school. These screens are utilised daily to transmit key information on school life
and on upcoming events to both students and teachers. The screens also display
additional information such as time, date, weather, news and sports news, all on live
feeds. We also make use of the screens on weekly basis to display photographs from
school trips, school projects, sports games etc. The main screen can also be used for
presentations or videos for important schooling events.
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SCHOOL NEWS
SELF-EVALUATION
This academic year sees School Self-Evaluation focusing on Literacy, Numeracy, and Assessment for
Learning. As part of our 2018/2019 School Self-Evaluation plan, each teacher conducted student subject
evaluations with two of their class groups. Students were presented with the opportunity to highlight what they
enjoy or find beneficial with respect to learning and engagement with the subject within a survey or
questionnaire. Each teacher conducted a review of student responses and will utilise the feedback to inform
their teaching. We are committed to improving the learning experience of each student at Mercy Kilbeggan.
FRENCH INSPECTION
On January 16th and 17th our school was subjected to a French Department Inspection from the Department of
Education. The Inspector was highly complementary of our school’s approach to teaching French, and was
impressed by the teaching methodologies used and learning environment established by our French teachers.
SCHOOL SPORT GALLERY
At Mercy Kilbeggan we have Gaelic football, Hurling, Camogie, Rugby, Soccer, and Basketball teams across all
year groups for both boys and girls. Here are some recent photos…
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STUDENT NEWS
BT YOUNG SCIENTIST
Six of our Transition Year students
had their projects exhibited at the
BT Young Scientist Exhibition
which took place at the RDS from
January 9th to the 12th. We extend a
huge congratulations to our girls
and their teachers Ms Daly and Mr
Earley.
Katie Reid, Ella Ravenhill, Róisín Mealiff

Emma Ham

Erin Heeney, Lisa Ennis

GAISCE PROGRAMME
Our Transition Year students’ Gaisce Journey is progressing well with students
completing three sections to date; Community Involvement, Personal Skill and
Physical Recreation. The culmination of their Gaisce Journey will consist of a
two-night stay in Colaiste Uisce in Co. Mayo from April 8th to the 10th and a Croagh
Patrick Climb on May 16th.
IRISH ANGUS BEEF SCHOOLS COMPETITION
Congratulations to Transition Year students Adam McGoldrick, Ella Ravenhill,
Aideen Cullen, Róisín Mealiff, Sophie Bracken and Harry Murphy for Completing
Stage 2 of the Certified Irish Angus Beef Schools Competition on January 16th.
FIFTH YEAR FOREIGN TRIP
The 2019 edition of our 5th Year foreign trip sees 72 of our students, with 7
teachers, heading to the city of Barcelona during the Easter holidays. The trip is
a four-day, three-night adventure which will incorporate itinerary items
including; Portaventura, Nou Camp, Las Ramblas, Playa De La Barceloneta, La
Sagrada Familia, Montjuic via Cabel Car, and more. The accommodation is in the
city of Barcelona, which will provide our group with the opportunity to maximise
their stay when in one of the finest cities in Europe. Our students and teachers
fly out from Dublin airport in the early morning of April 22nd and return on the late
flight on April 25th.
TRANSITION YEAR FOREIGN TRIP
The 2019 edition of our Transition Year foreign trip sees 71 of our students,
with 7 teachers, heading on a border hopping tour of countries Belgium,
Netherlands and Germany. The trip is a three-day, two-night adventure
which will incorporate itinerary items including; Rhineland Boat Tour,
UNESCO Cathedral Climb, Concentration Camp, Theme park, Water world,
and more. This action-packed and unique trip will provide our students with
the opportunity to explore different cultures in a short time period and to
see some of the finest sights Europe has to offer. Our students and teachers
fly out from Dublin airport in the early morning of May 10th and return on the
late flight on May 12th.
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STUDENT NEWS
GAA AND LGFA COACHING
On January 16th and 17th Transition Year students participated in GAA and LGFA workshops.
They worked on developing their skills as a coach of Gaelic games and will be awarded a
workshop certificate from the GAA/LGFA.
BRAY TO GREYSTONES CLIFF WALK
On February 14th our Transition Year students travelled to Bray on a
Physical Education Trip with our school physical educators. Here
they completed the spectacular 5.2 km Bray to Greystones Cliff
walk. After the walk, time was spent in Dundrum Town Centre,
before travelling to Jump Zone Sandyford for some Trampolining.
It was a great trip for our students as they were presented with
additional avenues where they can be physically active.
MACBETH TRIP
The Sixth-Year students of Mercy Kilbeggan travelled to Dublin on January
17th, accompanied by their English teachers, to view the play Macbeth at the
Bord Gáis Energy Theatre. Macbeth is the chosen text for section A of English
paper II for our students. It is hoped that having the opportunity to view the
play will further inspire and inform our students’ writing.
SWIMMING
The final pool session of our 2018/2019 Transition Year swimming block, in
which each student had four sessions at Clara swimming pool, concluded on
February 7th. Students were provided with the opportunity to partake in
water-based activities which included Water Polo and team challenges.
SUBJECT CHOICE
The taster programme, which enabled first year students to sample potential option
subjects they would like to take for Junior Cycle, concluded on December 21st 2018. Our
First-Year students commenced their subject choice options on January 7th 2019. Each
student selected one of the two languages French and German, one subject between
History and Geography, and two additional subjects. The taster programme was a
great success and enabled our First Years to make informed decisions on subject
choice, providing them with a sense of comfort and assurance.
ROAD SAFETY EXPERIENCE
On February 12th Transition Year students attended the RSA experience. This
travelling event, ran by RSA, saw our students engage in theoretical and
practical road safety activities. Our students were spoken to by members of
the RSA, and were presented with different perspectives on road traffic
accidents. The workshop provided invaluable, first-hand, information for our
students concerning road safety and incorporated a crash simulator which
opened the eyes of many. We would like to thank the RSA for their facilitation
of this workshop and Kilbeggan Shamrocks GAA for the use of their facilities.
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STUDENT NEWS
SPEECH AND DRAMA
Speech and Drama is still on-going for some of our Transition Year students. Students
engage within Speech and Drama classes for one-third of the school year. The Speech and
Drama rotation concludes with an oral presentation examination. Each Transition Year
student receives a grade and a certificate of participation at the end of Speech and Drama.
SONG SCHOOL
All Transition Year students have recently engaged in Song School. Song School involved students collaborating
in groups to write and perform their own song. Student groups recorded their songs and were assisted by Song
School tutors with production techniques. Each group member contributed to the performance of their song. All
Transition Year student groups completed their songs by February 7 th.
DEBATING
Our German debating team were victorious in their debate against
Heywood Community School, Co. Laois, on January 25th. They are
now in the quarter finals of the national German debating
competition. Congratulations to Emma Ham, Aideen Teehan, Lisa
Ennis, Rachel Flynn, and Linards Uerts for an excellent
performance and well done to Ms. Von Den Driesch.
HEALTH FEST
5th Year Home Economics Students travelled to the National
Sports Arena in Dublin for Health Fest 2019 on January 31st. Here,
our students undertook a number of challenges and engaged in a
range of health-related activities, with our students Karen Keegan
and Charlene McMahon finishing in the top 10 of Karl Henry's plank
challenge. Interviews with dietician Orla Walsh and James
Kavanagh finished off the day.
DANCE WORKSHOP
On January 31st all Transition Year students engaged in a Dance Workshop. Here students performed a variety of
dance moves and styles. After the workshop 20 Transition Year students, who were keen to continue their
involvement within Dance, were selected to continue with the programme. The 20 students are currently
choreographing a range of dances to perform at the school Fashion Show in the Orchard Pavillion at New Forest
Estate on Thursday March 28th.
FORENSIC WORKSHOP
On February 15th our Transition Year students engaged in a Forensic
Science workshop. Students were presented with a fictitious murder
crime scene, In pairs or triads, students had to sift through the crime
scene evidence, while drawing on their logic and reasoning skills, in an
attempt to crack the case and find the perpetrator. It was an enjoyable
morning for our students and they engaged really well in the workshop.
The workshop was organised by our Science Department.
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STUDENT NEWS
ART WOOL WORKSHOP
January 23rd saw all Transition Year students engage in a Wool workshop in the Art room. The students learned
how to weave and engaged in spinning using sheep’s wool. We would like to thank Séamus Kirwin for running
the workshop for our TY students, it provided something different and was a fun experience for all.
JUNK KOUTURE
Four Transition Year student groups partook in Bank of Ireland Junk
Kouture 2019. Junk Kouture takes elements such as fashion, design,
engineering and environmental sustainability into account when
participants create a unique costume. Our student groups were as follows:
Aideen Cullen and Sophie Bracken, Leanne Daly and Ciara Reid, Ellen Feery
Ciara Connell and Megan Daly, Lorraine Egan Darren Lowbridge and Talia
Gidman-Maloney. Two of our group’s outfits have progressed to the
Regional Final, with ‘Kulchie Kouture’ created by Aideen and Sophie, and
‘Blast From The Past’ created by Leanne and Ciara making it through.
MUSIC TRIP
Sixth Year students, accompanied by their Music teachers Ms. Carroll and
Ms. Conmy travelled to the National Concert Hall in Dublin on January 21st.
Our students were lucky to attend a valuable analysis and a magnificent
recital of Tchaikovsky’s Romeo & Juliet Fantasy Overture. It was
performed by the RTÉ National Symphony Orchestra.
WORK EXPERIENCE
Fifth Year students had their work experience week from February 11th to February 15th. The feedback has been
very positive with students having the opportunity to have real-life experience in potential and diversified career
paths. Transition Year students will have their second work experience week from March 11th to 15th.
LCVP INTERVIEWS
Leaving Cert LCVP interviews were conducted on January 22nd, 23rd, and 24th. The
interview provided an opportunity to prepare students for the world of work or further
education. It was related to LCVP link modules and activities, so students were
presented with the opportunity to exemplify what they have learned.
ORALS AND PRACTICALS
The following are the dates for Leaving Certificate Oral examinations for 2019:
French Orals: Week of Monday March 25th
German Orals: Week of Monday March 25th
Irish Orals: Week of Monday April 1st
The following are the dates for Junior and Leaving Certificate Practical examinations for 2019:
Week of Monday April 29th
Week of Monday May 6th
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