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This talk aims to:

● Outline key changes to the Senior Cycle Programme
● Explain some of the key terminology that students will 

become familiar with
● Describe an AAC (Additional Assessment Components) 
● Explain the roles of both teacher and student, as we 

engage with AACs
● Explore some of  the rules around AAC completion and 

submission - how will additional project work be graded 
and how will the State Exams Commission maintain the 
integrity of the Leaving Certificate process/results?

● Explain how we will support students through these 
changes in MSSK and consider how students can best be 
supported from home



Why is the Senior Cycle Programme changing?

● The redevelopment of the Senior Cycle Programme in Ireland aims to ‘enhance 
the educational experiences of future generations of students in their senior 
cycle years, striking a balance between conservation and change so that every 
student can experience meaningful learning and achievement’ (NCCA Advisory 
Report, 2021)

● The Senior Cycle Curriculum has not been thoroughly updated in over 20 years. 
The NCCA Advisory Report found that the broad changes that have occurred in 
society must be reflected in the vision, aims and purpose of education for senior 
cycle students in Ireland. 



Senior Cycle Redevelopment seeks to:

● include every student 
● provide a challenging, engaging and high quality education with 

opportunities for critical, creative and innovative thinking
● deepen students’ capacity to meet the challenges of life both within and 

outside of school
● offer choice and flexibility as students combine their learning and explore 

individual pathways
● develop students’ knowledge, skills, values and dispositions as they navigate 

the Senior Cycle Programme.



How will redevelopment of the Senior Cycle programme impact my 
son/daughter this year?

● New subject specifications are being rolled out in schools on a phased basis 
● Current 6th Year students are engaging with redeveloped courses in 

Biology, Physics, Chemistry, Business
● Current 5th Year students are engaging with redeveloped courses in 

Biology, Physics, Chemistry, Business, Geography, Engineering, Construction 
Studies, P.E. and LCVP modules (now called LCW) 

● These updated courses require students to complete an AAC (or Additional 
Assessment Component) which is worth up to 40% of their final grade.



● What might an AAC Brief and learning experience look like?
Example - ‘Biology In Practice’

★ Takes approximately 
20 hours

★ Integrated into the 
course of ordinary 
teaching and learning

★ NCCA provide clear 
instructions and 
guidelines

Create a Biology in Practice investigation and report based on the following: 
Membranes, Osmosis, Food Preservation



● What might Business Brief (for completion 
in March, 2027.)

An investigative/research study, 
followed by a report (1500 words)

Stage 1: Getting Started 
Stage 2: Developing a question to 
research 
Stage 3: Developing a project plan 
Stage 4: Identifying sources and 
gathering information and data 
Stage 5: Analysis and evaluation 
Stage 6: Applying learning and 
drawing conclusions Compilation of 
the final report 



Worth 200 marks 
- 40% of final 
grade

Common Level

1500 words, 
written in clearly 
set out sections

*Investigative 
Folder/Journal



Role of Student ✍️
● The student thinks about the 

brief
● The student makes 

decisions, creates, reflects on 
and produces the final piece 
of work, to be assessed 
externally by the State 
Examinations Commission

● Students should focus on the 
whole process, rather than a 
finished product

Role of Teacher 👩‍🏫
● The teacher teaches content 

relevant to the brief
● Guides individual students, 

facilitates their 
investigations

● The teacher monitors 
progress and supports but 
does not complete or shape 
the students’ work 

The teacher authenticates 
completed student work

ACC Briefs vary by subject and 
will change each cycle

ACC Briefs are designed 
around skills and competency

Different subjects have 
different completion dates for 
AAC’s

NCCA Subject Guidelines 
inform teachers about how 
and when to integrate AAC 
work into day-to-day teaching 
and learning

Engaging With AAC’s







What Supports Are Available To My Son/Daughter In MSSK?
🏫🤝💬 🛟💡🧭👥❤️🏫🤝💬 🛟💡🧭👥❤️🏫🤝💬🛟💡🧭👥#

● Dedicated Senior Cycle Redevelopment Coordinator
● Dedicated team of interested, caring teachers and support staff, who are committed to 

professional development and want  to help all students achieve their personal best
● Increased availability of devices for students, to complete various aspects of their work
● Regularly updated Senior Cycle Noticeboard in 6th Year Area
● Weekly AAC Drop-In Hub available for all students, where they can solve problems or 

seek guidance
● Student-friendly version of SEC ‘Key Completion Dates Schedule’ for AACs
● Student-friendly version of MSSK Artificial Intelligence Policy
● Student-friendly guide to Harvard referencing



Student 
Friendly 
Support 

Literature

https://www.exa
minations.ie/mis

c-doc/EN-EX-
77058330.pdf

https://www.examinations.ie/misc-doc/EN-EX-77058330.pdf


How Can I Best Support My Son/Daughter From Home?


